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Arnold Schwarzenegger is one of the most recognized individuals on the planet, having led an 
amazing life and achieving beyond his dreams in Hollywood, fitness, and public service. In an 
effort to give back to the country that allowed him to accomplish so much, Schwarzenegger ran 
for public office and was elected California’s 38th Governor. 
 
Called “The People’s Governor,” Schwarzenegger worked with leaders of both major political 
parties to address the greatest challenges facing the state in a bold and historic manner. His 
leadership put California at the forefront of the nation in addressing climate change, pushing 
for the development of renewable energies, rebuilding our critical infrastructure, investing in 
stem cell research, and putting in place health care and political reforms. Schwarzenegger 
pushed for historic investment in California’s roads, bridges, water delivery systems, and 
schools. He proposed a comprehensive health care reform initiative and ensured California was 
the first state to create a Health Benefits Exchange. He also put politics back in the hands of the 
people through citizen-based redistricting and primary election reform. 
 
Recognizing that states have the responsibility to provide the best possible education to every 
child, Schwarzenegger committed himself to offering top-quality early childhood development 
programs, comprehensive after-school programs for all elementary and middle schools, 
parental choice through high-performing charter schools, and expanding career technical 
education programs. 
 
Continuing his commitment to environmental leadership, in 2011 he co-founded R20, a global 
non-profit of sub-national governments and regional leaders working together to address 
climate change and build a green economy. In 2012 he partnered with USC to launch the USC 
Schwarzenegger Institute to continue his work on the many policy initiatives he championed 
during his two terms as Governor. 


